
Soilborne Disease  
Master Class 2017

Limited to 30 
participants!

Free to Levy payers

This project has been funded by 
Horticulture Innovation Australia 
Limited using the vegetable levy and 
funds from the Australian Government.

30 & 31 August 2017
Devonport Entertainment  

& Convention Centre 

Why Attend
Be Excited
Share ideas with Australian experts on the current trends 
in managing soilborne disease in vegetable production.

Do Business
Through networking, meetings and social functions over 
the two days.

Deliver Results
Take home a plan of action for soilborne disease 
management within your business.

Learn More
Gain an in-depth understanding of how new knowledge, 
tools and practices to manage soilborne disease in 
vegetable production can be applied within your business.

This master class will provide and apply 
the core principles and cutting edge 
knowledge for managing soilborne disease 
in different vegetable production systems. 
Our aim is to challenge and inspire all 
involved to make changes to their thinking 
and practices.



Soilborne Disease Master Class 2017

Program In-Brief
The Master Class will cover:

•	 An understanding of the biology 
and life-cycles of key soilborne 
diseases and how knowledge 
of these can be used to tailor 
management approaches.

•	 Non-chemical control strategies 
including cover and biofumigant 
crops, organic amendments and 
farm management (such as tillage, 
crop rotation, irrigation, nutrition, 
hygiene).

•	 Information on new products 
with potential as Integrated 
Crop Protection tools, including 
novel biologicals, biopesticides, 
endophytes, seed dressing and 
inducers of systemic acquired 
resistance.

•	 Developments in soil disease 
diagnostics and related monitoring; 
what’s currently available, how to 
interpret the results and what’s on 
the horizon.

•	 Disease suppressing soils - what 
do we know about them and how 
to foster disease suppression in 
intensive vegetable production 
systems.

•	 Most importantly how to put it 
altogether to implement a risk 
based approach to managing 
soilborne disease on your property.

Other Features
Networking Dinner

Join your peers and other industry 
members for a chance to network 
and socialise.

Field Visit

See Australia’s only long term trial 
using cover and biofumigation crops 
to manage soil borne diseases in a 
vegetable rotation. 
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Don’t miss the opportunity to hear from the following experts

Dr Len Tesoriero has over 30 years experience in diagnosing plant health problems 
and conducting disease management research. He has specialist skills with IPM in 
vegetable	crops	and	has	undertaken	research	into	the		efficacy	of	chemical,	cultural	
and	biological	controls	for	soil-borne	diseases.	Len	has	published	research	in	scientific	
journals	and	co-authored	several	field	guides	and	books	on	plant	disease	recognition	
and management.

Julie Finnigan is a leading technical agronomist and consultant with Serve-Ag, 
Tasmania’s leading agricultural advice and product supply company.  Julie leads the  
areas of soil health, biofumigation and environmental monitoring, working with clients 
from a broad range of industries, regional NRM bodies, local and state government and 
private growers. 

Dr Doris Blaesing is Associate Principal with RMCG with extensive knowledge and 
experience	in	integrated	soil	condition	and	crop	management,	both,	from	a	scientific	and	
practical perspective. During her career she has also worked in the post farm gate sector 
(e.g. business development, postharvest management, food safety and QA, teaching and 
training). Prior to consulting Doris worked as lecturer, researcher (University, government 
and private provider), and as horticulture manager in an export business.

Dr Kelvin Montagu is a research associate with AHR. Kelvin has over 30 years 
experience in leading research and extension in soil management with a focus on 
cultivation, cover crops, irrigation and climate change impacts and adaption. Kelvin 
has facilitated a wide range of Masterclasses which bring growers and researchers 
together to produce new insights and practices.

Donna Lucas is a Senior Consultant at RM Consulting Group and is based in Tasmania. 
Donna has 10 years’ experience in private consulting to agricultural businesses in 
Tasmania and working on national projects including Hort Innovation funded ‘Soil 
Wealth’ and ‘A multifaceted approach to soilborne disease management’ as well as the 
Tasmanian VegNET project. 

Michael Rettke is a researcher with the South Australian Research and Development 
Institute.  Over the past 25 years he has conducted trials on a diverse range of 
horticultural crops. Through his work there has always been a common thread, linking 
field	measurements	and	production	practices	to	productivity.		Since	2011	this	focus	
has been on understanding what soil pathogen DNA values really mean for the yield 
and quality of potato, onion and vegetable crops.



The Master Class is supported by projects VG15010 and VG15009.  These projects are funded by Horticulture Innovation Australia Limited (HIA Ltd), using the vegetable industry levy and 
funds from the Australian Government.
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Registration
Levy payers:    Sponsored by VG15010 & 15009
Non-levy payers:  $300*

*Accommodation is not included, and needs to be 
booked directly with venues in Devonport

The Master class begins at 8:30am on Wednesday  
30th August. Accommodation may therefore be 
required for both the 29th & 30th August 2017.

Venue Details
Devonport Entertainment  
& Convention Centre
145 – 151 Rooke Street 
Devonport, TAS 7310 
Ph: (03) 6420 2900

Accommodation
There are a wide range of accommodation 
options in Devonport within walking distance 
of the Contention Centre. Please book directly 
with your choosen venue.

The Master class begins at 8:30am Wednesday 
the 30th August. Accommodation may therefore 
be required for both the 29th and 30th August.

Transportation
The Devonport Convertion Centre is only 10 
minutes from the Devonport airport or 70 
minutes from Launceston Airport.

Places strictly limited
Register your interest by  

Friday 28th July 2017 
by contacting Sandra at AHR 

on sandra.marques@ahr.com.au 
or 02 8627 1040


