Phase 2 Project Outline
How will you benefit?

Summary
Phase 1 of the Soil Wealth and Integrated Crop Protection
(ICP) extension projects (VG13076 and VG13078) were
successfully delivered by Applied Horticultural Research
and RMCG over three years from 2014-2017, providing
effective national coverage. The feedback from the
vegetable industry has been strong and positive with
25% of the industry engaged directly, with 80% reporting
making better informed decisions because of the projects.
The new Soil Wealth ICP Phase 2 project will respond
to increasing economic, consumer, environmental
and technological demands on vegetable producers
(VG16078). It will deliver integrated, independent,
research-based information to growers and advisers to
support business decisions on soil management and plant
health from 2017-2022.

What the project will do
The project will be guided by four major themes, reflecting
recent developments in technology and industry needs:

• Improve sustainability and robustness of vegetable
farming systems, especially under adverse conditions
including the impacts of increased climate variability
and extreme weather events and minimising impacts on
the environment.
The project will aim to ‘prime’ the industry for the
uptake of outputs from relevant R&D projects and of
relevant new technologies developed in Australia and
overseas. This will be achieved by building industry
capacity and partnerships with researchers and other
industry stakeholders to facilitate adoption of current and
future innovations from R&D projects and technology
advancements. It will link with Hort Innovation investments
including soil and crop management technology projects,
as well as extension and training initiatives such as
VegNET, VegPRO and AUSVEG communications to
provide an integrated extension program to the vegetable
industry.
The specific topic areas will cover:
1.

Soil amendments

2.

Soil biology

3.

Cover crops and biofumigation

4.

Reduced tillage

5.

Equipment and machinery

6.

Emerging technology and precision agriculture

• A production systems approach reflecting the
increase in challenges and sophistication of vegetable
farming, the need for high productivity, consistent,
quality produce as well as considering the needs of
customers (including compliance).

7.

Nutrition management

8.

Irrigation management

9.

Insect, nematode and mite management and crop
protection

• Innovations in soil and crop health management
which can increase productivity/pack out rates (e.g.
reduce waste, have a higher percentage of product
meeting specification, improve quality) and/or reduce
input/variable costs.

10. Weed management and crop protection

• Proactively scan and review new developments in
technological fields (e.g. use of drones, satellite data,
robots, soil and crop health management equipment)
and present information to growers in a reviewed
(validated), easy-to-use, adoptable and/or adaptable
format.

11. Disease management and crop protection
12. Biological crop protection products.
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This project has been funded by Hort Innovation using the vegetable
research and development levy and contributions from the Australian
Government. Hort Innovation is the grower-owned, not-for-profit
research and development corporation for Australian horticulture.
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How the project will be delivered
The project will use a combination of extension methods to deliver R&D
information to industry including:
• Demonstration sites and case study sites in partnership with leading
growers and agronomists
• Showcasing of new equipment
• Best practice guides and fact sheets

For more information contact:
Gordon Rogers (AHR)
gordon@ahr.com.au
0418 517 777
Anne-Maree Boland (RMCG)
anne-mareeb@rmcg.com.au
0427 679 042

• Webinars and podcasts
• Field days and farm walks
• Workshops and seminars
• Master classes
• Electronic media: website and social media
• Videos.
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Hort Innovation, Applied Horticultural Research Pty Ltd (AHR) and RM Consulting Group (RMCG) make no representations and expressly disclaims all warranties (to the extent permitted by
law) about the accuracy, completeness, or currency of information in this fact sheet. Users of this material should take independent action before relying on it’s accuracy in any way.
Reliance on any information provided by Hort Innovation, AHR or RMCG is entirely at your own risk. Hort Innovation, AHR or RMCG are not responsible for, and will not be liable for, any loss,
damage, claim, expense, cost (including legal costs) or other liability arising in any way (including from Hort Innovation, AHR, RMCG or any other person’s negligence or otherwise) from your
use or non-use of information from projects: VG16078 Soil Wealth and Integrated Crop Protection Phase 2 or from reliance on information contained in this material or that Hort Innovation,
AHR or RMCG provides to you by any other means.

